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and Treves. The effect of these changes was, first,
that Prussia became less Slavonic and more German
than she had been at the beginning of the century;
secondly, that her frontiers now marched with those
of France, and that she thus became the 'guardian
of the Rhine* on behalf of Germany; and, thirdly,
that in the Rhineland she acquired a population that
had for twenty years been incorporated in France
and had become thoroughly imbued with the
doctrines of the Revolution.
As the Vienna settlement made Prussia more
German than she had been before, so it made
Austria less so. She lost her Flemish and her
Swabian lands, but received compensation in Venetia
and Lombardy.
Even more difficult than the problem of territorial
adjustment which the Vienna diplomatists had to
solve was the problem of the reconstitution of
Germany as a whole that faced them. They would
have liked, as the simplest solution, to restore the
*Holy Roman Empire'; but Francis of Austria
would not listen to the suggestion. They proposed
next the establishment of a federation of all the.
surviving German states; but the princes, jealous of
their independence, would not hear of it. Finally,
they had to content themselves with the setting up
of a mere confederation, that is, nothing more than
a permanent alliance of sovereign independent states,
with a body of diplomatic representatives per-
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